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EXCURSION ~ NEWS SHEET 


Meeting Novemberl Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture 
~- Mr P Menkhorst. ; 
Meeting December: 6 Animals of Southern Africa 
-~ Ms 5S Davison, 
Excursion November 2~3 Ditchfield/ The Glut Area 
: - Camp Out or Day Visits 
Excursion November 20 Melbourne Botanical Gardens 
December 8 Wombat }orest - f Harrap 


Wir K Hammond Pn.O53 394544 
Ay Mric Mt Donnell SULtKx 


Ba Mec J Gregurke 394993 
f 


(je Mrs F Williamson $2763) 
yo Mr L Fink 052 861319 


Meetlags av specified are held at the School 
of Mines and Industles, Lydiard Street Sth, 
Art Bullding, commencing al 7.30 p.m. 


EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE 


FROM CROCKERS, cnr. BTURT AND ANM- 
STRONG STS. BALLARAT, at 8.30 a.m. for 


FULL DAY OUTINGS OR AY 4.30 p.m. for 
HALF DAY® 


Reflections from Studies Carried out by B.U.C. 
Students 


(1) Ecology of Gorse or Furze.e— A common declared 
noxious weed, it has yellow pea flowers and pods 
with hard testa seeds, it grows in dense clumps 
crowding out other plants and giving security to 
rabbits, it is a fire hazard burning fiercely and 
germinating the seeds which sre ejected some dis- 
tance from the parent plant. 

Birds also carry the seeds and spread them farther 
afield. 

Sprayinfor chemical control seem to be the best 
method of control for the present, however spraying 
continually may leave hazardous residue in the soil. 

The speaker tonight looks to finding species that 
will limit and control the gorse. One native 
that seems to fill this bill is Acacia paradoxia, 
this plant, however,is liable to harbour rabbits 
also. 

Grazon D seems to be the control agent that did 
best in the control plots, it is a long time study 
and eradication program to control this plant. 


(2) Birds in Pine Forests. 

Pine Forests are not the Ecological vaccuums or 
Biological deserts that most people think, there 
are a number of birds that live quite happily in 
pine forests. The two sites under observation 
were the Ging Reserve and Kirks reservoir, in the 
various sizes of the pines were Blue Wrens, Robins 
Parrots, Bronzewings ,Magpies, Thornbills, White 
Browed Treecreepers and Varied Sitella these were 
some of the birds seen. 

The understory is usually weeds, bracken, gorse . 
and broom and blackberries although around the 
outside a greater variety grows. 


(3) Platypus Studies. 

Studies carried out to determine the potulation 
and to find the habital preference, these studies 
were carried out on 7 different sites. 

Good water quality is needed for them so the 
sites were cerefully chosen and compared with each 
other. 


Trapping was carried out in the evenings using un- 
weighted nets, bill to tail measurements and band- 
ing are the main checks. These will be compared 
With data of a study 3 years ago, although no 
juveniles were trapped, it is not to say there are 
none. 

Spotlighting was carried out to observe the 

animals, Redgums seem to be important in the habit 
-ats under study, water quality is of prime impor- 
tance and a study of their food mainly invertabraes, 
they also did a skin dive, ,below 6 feet the stream 
had very little life. 

Some had ticks that seemed to do very little harm 
to the animal. 


(4) Reflectors to Stop Animals Crossing the 
Road at Night. 

The investigation was of the Eastern Barred 
Bandicoot, this animal is one of our very rare a 
and endangered species and any way to stop road 
kills would be welcomed. 

In Europe the use of reflectors has cut the road 
kill of deer, experiments carried out showed that 
in areas where there was a before and after record 
the use of reflectors did indeed deter deer from 
crossing. 

Using similar methods experiments were carried 
out at selected roadside sites. 

The results were not very good and the conclusion 
was that they were of no value. 

Culverts under the road seemed to be a 
better idea and this will need investigating. 

The answer would be to establish colonies away 
from busy roads not to mention eradication of 
Foxes and Feral Cats. 

This evening showed a power of thought and ideas 
from our young Biologists which is very gratifying, 
They were thanked in our usual manner, good luck 
to them in their future studies. 


Field Reports: October Meeting 


Heather Dalman - Koala observed drinking water for several 
minutes on roadside in the Grampians. 

- Greg Binns ~ Two pairs of Peregrine Falcons are nesting 

with young south west of Ballarat. Group of 

5 raptores at Derrel included Wedge-tailed 

Eagle, Little Eagle and Kites. 


John Harris - Group of 7 White-necked Herons at Miners 
Rest swamp. 

Avis Barlow - Brought some fine silica sand from 
Shelbourne Bay, Cape Yorke and peg-like seed 

: pods. 

Lyndsay Fink - European wasps are spreading, nest recently 
found at Buninyong. 

Frank Harrap - Gang-gang CocKatoos still present at Mt 


Helen after 7 months; Collared Sparrowhawk 
seen in pine forest. 

John Gregurke - Three New Holland Honeyeater chicks 
learning to fly and being fed insects by 
parent bird in Wendouree garden. 

Margaret Tonkin - Pair of Spotted Pardalotes and a Superb 
Blue Wren flying into house windows. 

Kit Williamson - Pair of Long-billed Corellas perched at 

Wendouree. 

Helen Burgess - Siting of female Hooded Robin at Ballarat 
North. 


. For Your Diary 
November 28 at 8pm Committee Meeting at Gree Binn's 
42 Pleasant St South. 


endangered species 


